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Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana
Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY) recently marked the
anniversary of the launch of scheme as Matru Vandana Saptah.
National level achievement of the scheme post an year’s implementation on
grounds is 48.11 Lakhs of women enrollment under the scheme till September
13, 2018, out of which 37.30 Lakhs have been paid the maternity benefit.

About PMMVY
Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY) is a Maternity Benefit
Programme that is implemented in all the districts of the country in accordance
with the provision of the National Food Security Act, 2013.

Objectives
1. Providing partial compensation for the wage loss in terms of cash
incentive s so that the woman can take adequate res t before and after
delivery of the first living child.
2. The cash incentive provided would lead to improved health seeking
behaviour amongst the Pregnant Women and Lactating Mothers (PW&
LM).

Target beneficiaries
1. All Pregnant Women and Lactating Mothers, excluding PW&LM who are
in regular employment with the Central Government or the State
Governments or PSUs or those who are in receipt of similar benefits
under any law for the time being in force.

Benefits under PMMVY





Cash incentive of Rs 5000 in three instalments i.e. first instalment of Rs
1000/ - on early registration of pregnancy at the Anganwadi Centre
(AWC) / approved Health facility as may be identified by the respective
administering State / UT, second instalment of Rs 2000/ - after six
months of pregnancy on receiving at least one ante-natal check-up (ANC)
and third instalment of Rs 2000/ - after child birth is registered and the
child has received the first cycle of BCG, OPV, DPT and Hepatitis - B, or
its equivalent/ substitute.
The eligible beneficiaries would receive the incentive given under the
Janani Suraksha Yojana (JSY) for Institutional delivery and the incentive
received under JSY would be accounted towards maternity benefits so
that on an average a woman gets Rs 6000 / - .
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Pradhan Mantri Annadata Aay SanraksHan Abhiyan (PM-AASHA)

Why in News?
Giving a major boost to the pro-farmer initiatives of the Government and in
keeping with its commitment and dedication for the Annadata, the Union
Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved a new
Umbrella Scheme “Pradhan Mantri Annadata Aay SanraksHan Abhiyan’
(PM-AASHA).
The Scheme is aimed at ensuring remunerative prices to the farmers for their
produce as announced in the Union Budget for 2018.

Components of PM-AASHA:
The new Umbrella Scheme includes the mechanism of ensuring remunerative
prices to the farmers and is comprised of




Price Support Scheme (PSS),
Price Deficiency Payment Scheme (PDPS)
Pilot of Private Procurement & Stockist Scheme (PPPS).

In Price Support Scheme (PSS), physical procurement of pulses, oilseeds and
Copra will be done by Central Nodal Agencies with proactive role of State
governments.

What is Price Deficiency Payment?




Under Price Deficiency Payment Scheme this scheme (PDPS), it is proposed
to cover all oilseeds for which MSP is notified.
In this direct payment of the difference between the MSP and the
selling/modal price will be made to pre-registered farmers selling his
produce in the notified market yard through a transparent auction process.

Reasons for launch of Scheme:
Details:




Government of India is working with the holistic approach of solving any
issue rather than in fragments.
Increasing MSP is not adequate and it is more important that farmers
should get full benefit of the announced MSP.
For this, government realizes that it is essential that if price of the
agriculture produce market is less than MSP, then in that case State
Government and Central Government should purchase either at MSP or
work in a manner to provide MSP for the farmers through some other
mechanism.

Decline in WPI
Why in News?





Inflation-based on wholesale price index (WPI) eased to 4.53% in August
on account of decline in the prices of food commodities such as vegetables
and pulses.
WPI inflation stood at 5.09% in July and 3.24% in August last year.
As per data released on Friday, food articles registered deflation at 4.04%
during the month under review while deflation in vegetables, pulses and
fruits was 20.18%, 14.26% and 16.40%, respectively.

Fuel basket



Inflation in the ‘fuel and power’ basket was 17.73%.
The decline in the inflation reading should induce the RBI to resume its
accommodative policy stance.

What is WPI?



Wholesale Price Index (WPI) measures the average change in the prices of
commodities for bulk sale at the level of early stage of transactions.
The index basket of the WPI covers commodities falling under the three
major groups namely Primary Articles, Fuel and Power and Manufactured
products. (The index basket of the present 2011-12 series has a total of




697 items including 117 items for Primary Articles, 16 items for Fuel &
Power and 564 items for Manufactured Products.)
In India WPI is also known as the headline inflation rate .
In India, Office of Economic Advisor (OEA), Department of Industrial Policy
and Promotion, Ministry of Commerce and Industry calculates the WPI.

The main uses of WPI are the following:






to provide estimates of inflation at the wholesale transaction level for the
economy as a whole. This helps in timely intervention by the Government
to check inflation in particular, in essential commodities, before the price
increase spill over to retail prices.
WPI is used as deflator for many sectors of the economy including for
estimating GDP by Central Statistical Organisation (CSO).
WPI is also used for indexation by users in business contracts.
Global investors also track WPI as one of the key macro indicators for their
investment decisions

Program on energy efficiency in Chillers

Why in News?
Ministry of Power, Government of India launched an ambitious program to
encourage the deployment of Energy Efficient chiller systems in the country
here today.

About the Programme:




The Chiller Star Labelling Program has been formulated by Bureau of
Energy Efficiency (BEE).
The program envisages providing star rating in terms of its energy
performance.
Initially, the program is launched on voluntary basis and will be valid upto
31st December 2020.

Benefits of Programme:




This initiative will promote advancement technology for central HVAC
(Heating, ventilation, and air conditioning) systems and will also facilitate
energy efficient solutions for the large commercial and industrial
application.
Chillers, being energy intensive system, contribute more than 40 per cent
of the total energy consumption in commercial buildings.







Therefore, it is important to optimize energy performance of chillers and
create awareness amongst the end users to adopt transition towards
energy efficient chillers.
Through Chiller star labelling Program, it is estimated that more than 500
million units of electricity would be saved in 2019 along with Green House
Gases (GHG) reduction of 0.5 million-ton equivalent of CO2.
It is also anticipated to save more than 4 Billion units of electricity in the
year 2030 with CO2 emission reduction of 3.5 million ton through this
program.

Effect of Aerosol on Climate:

Context:
Increased emissions of aerosols into the atmosphere due to pollution are
beginning to have a definite cooling effect of 1 degree C during the Indian
summer monsoon period, a study has found.

Details of Study:




The increased cooling is seen during the day, while the night time
temperature is increasing, thus shrinking the diurnal temperature
difference.
The diurnal temperature difference is what drives the convection process
(where water evaporates and reaches the atmosphere as water vapour),
and development of clouds.

How does It Happens?







As diurnal temperature difference decreases, the lower layer of the
atmosphere will reduce in height and come closer to the earth’s surface.
This will cause more aerosols to get into the atmosphere, thus impacting
the lower atmospheric turbulence, which may eventually affect the
distribution of moisture and rainfall.
The increased concentration of aerosols in the atmosphere also tends to
change the shape and characteristics of rain-bearing clouds, leading to
extreme rainfall events but weakened monsoon rainfall.
Rain-bearing clouds were found to increase in number and height when
aerosol emission is higher.



The clouds also tend to have a far higher number of ice particles that are
smaller in size when aerosol loading is higher, thus reducing the efficiency
of water droplet growth.

Other effects of aerosol:

