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Bharosa

Why in News?
Aimed at empowering vulnerable and marginalised women by imparting skills
training, the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) will soon set up a skill
development centre at ‘Bharosa,’ an integrated support centre for distressed women
and children in Hyderabad.

About Bharosa:






‘Bharosa,’ an initiative of Hyderabad City Police, is a state-of-the-art centre to
support women and children who are victims of violence. Since its inception in
2016, a total of 3,560 victims have approached ‘Bharosa’ centre with a range
of problems.
‘Bharosa’ provides under one roof, 24X7 services related to police, medical,
legal, prosecution, psycho-therapeutic counselling and relief and rehabilitation
services in completely private counselling rooms to maintain confidentiality
and privacy.
The centre is equipped with well-trained staff and modern gadgets, including
facilities like video conferencing, so that the victims need not go to the court.

About UNDP:







Headquartered in New York City, UNDP advocates for change and connects
countries to knowledge, experience and resources to help people build a
better life.
The status of UNDP is that of an executive board within the United Nations
General Assembly.
The UNDP Administrator is the third highest-ranking official of the United
Nations after the United Nations Secretary-General and Deputy SecretaryGeneral.
The UNDP Human Development Report Office also publishes an annual
Human Development Report.
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Important functions:




It provides expert advice, training and grants support to developing countries,
with increasing emphasis on assistance to the least developed countries. It
promotes technical and investment cooperation among nations.
To accomplish the SDGs and encourage global development, UNDP focuses
on poverty reduction, HIV/AIDS, democratic governance, energy and
environment, social development, and crisis prevention and recovery.

Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR) Programme

Why in News?
Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (ADNOC) has shipped the first oil cargo for India’s
strategic petroleum reserve at Mangalore.

Background:




Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserves Ltd (ISPRL) had then signed an
agreement with ADNOC which allows the firm to store 5.86 million barrels of
crude in the strategic facility at Mangalore at its own cost.
India can use the entire available crude oil stored by ADNOC in the Mangalore
facility during an emergency situation. The Agreement with ISPRL also allows
ADNOC to sell part of the crude oil to Indian refineries on commercial basis
while adhering to mutually agreed minimum crude storage which is for the
exclusive use of the Indian government.

About SPR programme:


To ensure energy security, the Government of India had decided to set up 5
million metric tons (MMT) of strategic crude oil storages at three locations
namely, Visakhapatnam, Mangalore and Padur (near Udupi). These strategic
storages would be in addition to the existing storages of crude oil and
petroleum products with the oil companies and would serve as a cushion
during any external supply disruptions.
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In the 2017-18 budget, it was announced that two more such caverns will be
set up Chandikhole in Jajpur district of Odisha and Bikaner in Rajasthan as
part of the second phase.
The construction of the Strategic Crude Oil Storage facilities is being managed
by Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserves Limited (ISPRL), a Special Purpose
Vehicle, which is a wholly owned subsidiary of Oil Industry Development
Board (OIDB) under the Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas.

Need for strategic oil reserves:






In 1990, as the Gulf war engulfed West Asia, India was in the throes of a
major energy crisis. By all accounts India’s oil reserves at the time were
adequate for only three days. While India managed to avert the crisis then,
the threat of energy disruption continues to present a real danger even today.
It is unlikely that India’s energy needs will dramatically move away from fossil
fuels in the near future. Over 80% of these fuels come from imports, a
majority of which is sourced from West Asia. This is a major strategic risk and
poses a massive financial drain for an embattled economy and its growing
current account deficit.
To address energy insecurity, the Atal Bihari Vajpayee government mooted
the concept of strategic petroleum reserves in 1998. Today, with India
consuming upwards of four million barrels of crude every day (January 2015
figures), the case for creating such reserves grows stronger.

In January 2016, India signed a deal with the United Arab Emirates that allows the
Gulf OPEC country to fill half of the underground crude oil storage facility of ISPRL at
Mangalore. Therefore, the UAE’s Abu Dhabi National Oil Company will store about 6
million barrels of oil at Mangalore.
Atal Pension Yojana
Atal Pension Yojana (APY) Scheme’s subscriber base crossed 1 Crore on completion
of 3 years of the Scheme launch. APY was launched by the Prime Minister of India,
Shri Narendra Modi at a function in Kolkataon 9thMay,2015 and the current number
of subscribers stands at 1.10 Crore
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About APY
Under the APY, the guaranteed minimum pension of Rs. 1,000/- or 2,000/- or
3,000/- or 4,000/ or 5,000/- per month will be given at the age of 60 years
depending on the contributions by the subscribers.
The Spouse of the Subscriber is also eligible for pension and the nominee would be
receiving the accumulated pension wealth.
General Studies-3
States Startup Ranking Framework
With the aim to foster competitiveness and to propel the States and Union
Territories to work proactively towards promotion of their Startup eco-systems, the
States Startup Ranking Framework was launched by Department of Industrial Policy
and Promotion (DIPP) on 6th February 2018.
This was also targeted at facilitating States/UTs to identify, learn and replicate good
practices from each other and for bringing to fore, their own progress in the regard.
States and UTs have participated enthusiastically in this first ever State Startup
Ranking exercise.
A total of 30 States and UTs have participated in this exercise whose last date for
submission of documents was 30th April.
It is encouraging to note enthusiastic participation from majority of north-eastern
and hill States as well, where the Startup ecosystem is still nascent.
The participating States and UTs shall now be evaluated on a score of 100, against
38 action points categorized into 7 areas of intervention such as Startup Policy and
implementation, Incubation support, Seed Funding, Angel and Venture Funding,
Simplification of Regulations, Easing Public Procurement and Awareness & Outreach.
DIPP has appointed seven dedicated evaluation committees involving members from
all relevant departments and reputed players in the ecosystem, for evaluating States’
responses in each area of intervention.
The launch of the ranking framework has galvanized the States into action, thereby
giving impetus to the Startup movement across the country.

